
 

ñAlways seeking to 

know Christ, live 

Christ, and make 

Christ known to all 

people.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009  
Parish  
Profile  

!ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

7 Woodbridge Street 

South Hadley, MA 01075 

(413) 532-8917 

e-mail:  allsaintsshadley@aol.com 

 

www.allsaintsshadley.org 

All SaintÓȭ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

mailto:allsaintsshadley@aol.com
http://www.allsaintsshadley.org/


  

Prayer for Calling a New Rector 
 
O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and 

have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide 

and govern the people, wardens and vestry of this 

parish as we take the first small steps in our journey 

to find our new shepherd and priest, that we will 

move forward, walking in your sight, with joy and 

confidence, mindful of your Grace and the 

comforting presence of your Holy Spirit; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 ,ÉÆÅ ÁÔ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ 

 

!ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ focuses 
attention on Sunday 
morning worship with 
stimulating preaching and 
music. Our congregation is 
blessed with an 
abundance of musical 
gifts. We thrive on a diet 
of variety in music, 
worship, Christian 
formation, and outreach.  
All Saints' cares about 
each other, and about the 
welfare of the church and 
the community.  All Saintsȭ 
is consciously aware of 
needs in the local 
community and is 
exploring new ways to 
help meet these needs.  
 We encourage 
children and young adults 
to be active members of 
our faith community.  We 
currently offer the 
Catechism Curriculum to 
children from grades Pre-K 
through 6. A new Youth 
Group is also gaining 
popularity with our young 
people, including some of 
their friends from outside 
the congregation. In 
recent months, our interim 
rector has facilitated 
Sunday morning adult 
formation programs 
between the two services. 

Six weeks of Congregational 
Discovery sessions held 
during the fall encouraged 
active listening and 
thoughtful discernment. 
These sessions were also 
well attended by members 
of the congregation. A series 
of Sunday Simple Suppers is 
planned during Lent will 
explore various aspects of 
the history of Christianity. A 
fresh, new, ecumenical video 
workshop series is being 
planned for the spring. In 
response to a desire for 
improved communication, a 
leadership institute focusing 
on difficult conversations 
and conflict resolution is also 
planned. Good things are 
happening at All Saints'! 
 Fellowship is another 
important part of life at All 
Saints'. We recently began 
enjoying breakfast between 
services on Sunday 
mornings. Coffee hour is 
usually provided by 
parishioners after the 10:30 
service and many members 
of the congregation very 
much look forward to this 
special social time spent 
together.  

 
ñTo you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.ò  

Psalm 25:1  

 

Members of our Youth Group 
enjoy an evening together.  

We enjoy . . .  
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Good  th ings  a re  happen ing !  

A visitor said é 
 
Ȱ) ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ 

e n j o y e d  t h e  r i ch  
v a r i e t y  o f  m u s i c  a t  
!ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭȢ 9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ 
ÔÒÕÌÙ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄȢȱ 

 
F a l l  2 0 08 

 
 

Pictured at left, music is for 
everyone! 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

!ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ 
Church is located in the center 
of South Hadley, Massachusetts. 
Founded in 1753, South Hadley is 
a town of 17,300 residents on 
the eastern bank of the 
Connecticut River.  Across the 
street ÆÒÏÍ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ are the 
post office, the town Common, 
and an award-winning 
development named The Village 
Commons which includes a 
coffee shop, three restaurants, 
various shops, a movie theater, 
and a world-class independent 
bookstore called The Odyssey.  
Just one block away is Mount 
Holyoke College, the oldest 
×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ  
Founded in 1837, it now enrolls 
2200 students. Originally divided 
between farming interests, 
which it shared with the town of 
Granby to the east, and a 
manufacturing section next to 
the river, South Hadley and 
Granby are now mainly bedroom 
communities for workers in the 
surrounding area.  South Hadley 
is generally middle class, with a 
poverty rate of 6% in 2000. The 
original settlers were English, 
then Irish, German, Polish, and 
French Canadian.  This ethnic 
blend is reflected in the religious 
make-up of the town.  There are 
two large Catholic parishes and 
seven Protestant churches.  
Each year at least one 
ecumenical service is held at 
Thanksgiving and another in the 
spring. 

Although South Hadley 
is a fairly homogenous small 
town, it is situated in a diverse 
area called The Pioneer Valley, 
so named because in the 
seventeenth century the 
Connecticut River towns were 
considered the edge of 
civilization. To the north are the 
main Valley towns of 

About the Area  é 
Northampton and Amherst.  
Mt. Holyoke College is part of 
a five-college consortium 
with Smith in Northampton, 
and Amherst College, 
Hampshire College, and the 
University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst. During the 
academic semesters, free 
buses run between the 
campuses so that students 
can cross-register.  These 
educational institutions are 
the largest employers in the 
Valley.  Due to the colleges, 
the Pioneer Valley supports a 
rich cultural life of lectures, 
concerts, film series, plays, 
and athletic events.  
Residents can use the 5-
college library system and 
even audit courses or join the 
Learning in Retirement 
programs. South Hadley also 
hosts the usual town events: 
Columbus Day Fair, Christmas 
Tree Lighting and carols, 
Memorial Day Parade, and 
Fourth of July Fireworks. In 
town, there are two 
elementary schools, one 
middle school, and one high 
school. Throughout the 
Valley there are several 
specialized charter schools, 
parochial schools, and 
private boarding schools. 
  About an hour to the 
west is the area known as 
Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ "ÅÒËÓÈÉÒÅÓȢȱ  
Several ski resorts are 
available there in the winter.  
In the summer, Tanglewood, 
home of the Boston 
Symphony, anchors the 
extensive programs of music, 
dance and theater which take 
place in the surrounding 
towns of Becket, Chester, 
West  Stockbridge, Pittsfield, 
and Williamstown further 

north. The  many parks, 
rivers, waterfalls, and trails 
in the Hilltowns offer  
opportunities for hiking, 
camping, and other 
outdoor activities. 

Several urban areas 
are located to the south 
and west of South Hadley. 
Chicopee contains 
Westover Air Force Base, a 
National Guard Base and 
shipment point for 
equipment going overseas.  
Holyoke, known for many 
ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÓ Ȱ0ÁÐÅÒ #ÉÔÙȱȟ lost 
most of its paper mills at 
the same time it 
experienced an influx of 
Hispanic immigrants. The 
city offers Valley residents a 
community hospital, a 
regional shopping mall, and 
is widely known for its 
ÁÎÎÕÁÌ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÔÒÉÃËȭÓ $ÁÙ 
parade.  Springfield, the 
regional service center, has 
a large, well-respected 
medical complex, a fine 
symphony, several 
museums, and the 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 
The cathedral with offices 
of the Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts is located in 
Springfield center next to a 
beautiful regional library 
and museum complex.  
 Bus and train 
connections for Boston (2 
hours) and New York  
(4 hours) originate in 
Springfield.  Bradley 
International Airport, one 
hour south between 
Springfield and Hartford, 
hosts all the major airlines. 
Buses run from South 
Hadley to both Springfield 
and the airport.  
 
 
 

 

In the 17th century, 

the Pioneer Valley 

was considered the 

edge of civilization. 



 
All Saintsô Properties 

 
 Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor in the mid-ΣΫΫΡȭÓȟ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ 
with a beautiful, modern church facility, completed in 1998.  On the upper level, the church space 
consists of the Sanctuary, Kidder Hall (the parish hall), and the church offices. On the lower level is a 
vestry meeting room, a choir room, and three classrooms with a nursery. The nursery space is currently 
being used as an office by the South Hadley Family Center. All SainÔÓȭ ÈÁÓ ÁÎ ÅÌÅÖÁÔÏÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔÓ ÒÅar 
parking lot, making it fully handicapped accessible. Kidder Hall, equipped with a full kitchen, can 
accommodate approximately 130 people and is available for use by private parties for receptions, 
gatherings, and community functions. 
 All Saints also owns a four bedroom, two bath split-level house with a two-car garage.  The 
home, located less than a mile from the church, has served as the rectory since its purchase in the 
ΣΫΩΡȭÓȢ 
 Lawrence House, our original nineteenth century building, is located next to the new church. It 
is currently supplying the church with rental income from Mount Holyoke College for offices and 
meeting rooms. 
 

        
            !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ Episcopal Church     Rectory 
 

 
 

   
         Socializing in Kidder Hall                                                     Blessing the Rectory 



Membership and Attendance . . .  
  

!ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÐÒÅÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔÌÙ ÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ 3ÏÕÔÈ (ÁÄÌÅÙȟ 'ÒÁÎÂÙȟ 
Belchertown, and Chicopee, although our membership is comprised of residents from other 
surrounding towns. Most of our parishioners work in the fields of education, health care, insurance, 
banking, construction, and various service industries.  Because of our history and location, we welcome 
college students. Over the past decade, there has been a noticeable decline in the number of college 
students active in our congregation. By numbers we are a pastoral sized church although at times we 
tend to operate more like a family-sized church.  MemberÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ΣΫΪΡȭÓȢ  
 During the academic year there are two distinctly different services on Sunday mornings. We 
celebrate Rite I without music at 8:00 a.m., and Rite II with music at 10:30 a.m. The third Sunday of each 
month is currently reserved for Family Sunday, when children participate in the service instead of 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȢ 4ÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÉÒ ÓÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÒÅÁÄ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÁÓ ÕÓÈÅÒÓȢ 3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ 
times each year, our contemporary music ministry team provides contemporary music for the 10:30 
service, joined by our traditional choir during the academic year. Once a month on Wednesday mornings, 
we celebrate the Eucharist at Loomis Village, a local retirement and assisted living facility. Recently 
ÒÅÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ ÔÏ ,ÏÏÍÉÓ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÉÓ 
growing in popularity with the residents of Loomis Village and has had an average weekly attendance of 
about 20. During the summer months, the congregation worships together at 9:00 with organ music. The 
Contemporary Music Ministry Team usually provides worship once or twice during the summer. 



Just a Few of Our Offerings . . .
 
Choir 
Children's Choir 
Bell Choir 
Men's Club 
Women's Club 
Youth Group 
Lenten Lunch 
Contemporary Music 
Comedy Night 
Murder Mystery Night 
Spaghetti Supper  
Habitat for Humanity 
Coffee House  
Open Microphone 
Come as You Are Worship 
Choir Camp 
Labyrinth 
Nooma 
 

 

 
 
 
  Other Group s Using All Saintsô 

South Hadley Family Center 
Tai Chi 
Girl Scouts  
Mount Holyoke College 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Bereavement support 
Instrumental music lessons 
Vocal and instrumental concerts 

           

        

     



Calling A New Rector  
 
 Since iÔÓ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΣΫΧΡͻÓȟ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÐÁÓÔÏÒÁÌ ÓÉÚÅÄ 
church, and its leadership dynamics have often depended on the personality of 
the rector.  Because of its location in the "Five College" area, parishioners have 
traditionally included many college professors, teachers, administrators, nurses, 
doctors, students, and other professionals. This has often translated to strong 
leadership with limited time, due to the ever-increasing demands of career and 
family. The congregation has an outstanding ability to come together quickly to 
celebrate or mourn, and to worship. However, for consistent activities, we often 
find ourselves with too few people doing the majority of the work. All Saints' 
functions most effectively and harmoniously with a rector who encourages and 
helps to develop lay leadership. 
 
 While traditions are very important to the congregation, members 
demonstrate a willingness to try new ideas and programs. We believe that we are 
an outwardly friendly congregation, but can be difficult tÏ ËÎÏ× Ȱbelow the 
surface". While we do our best to be welcoming to new members, we sometimes 
find ourselves guilty of allowing members to quietly drift away and disappear 
from All Saints'. Interaction with students from local college has decreased over 
the past decade, and members have indicated a desire to see an improvement in 
this area. Within the congregation, we often deal with our problems by ignoring 
them, and we admit to our need for help with conflict resolution.  With this in 
mind, we would like to call a rector skilled in interpersonal communication. 
 

Known to many as the "lobster roll church", All Saints' has a reputation for 
its' longstanding Friday Lenten Lunch program. Despite All Saints' connections 
with the local community, the church has a rather low profile in the community. 
People who live and work nearby may know the church, but know very little 
about its interaction with the community. We have recently renewed efforts to 
make our functional spaces known and available to the community at large and 
hope to call a rector who will help us to grow, develop, and become more visible 
within our community. 

 
 

  
 



Compensation Information  
 
The base starting salary for our new rector is $41,000 annually. In addition, we 
provide for a pension premium, contributions to a tax sheltered annuity, medical 
and dental insurance, and housing in our rectory, located in a lovely 
neighborhood in South Hadley. The estimated value of the total compensation 
ÁÎÄ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÐÁÃËÁÇÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÌ #ÈÕÒch exceeds $70,000 
annually. 
  
In addition, the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts allows for sabbatical 
after 5 years of service, with $2,500 provided by the Diocese and $2,500 provided 
ÂÙ !ÌÌ 3ÁÉÎÔÓȭȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÆÏr children of clergy with 
5 or more years of service in the Diocese. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Reverend Noreen Suriner, Interim Rector


