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Prayer for Calling a New Rector

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and
have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide
and govern the people, wardens and vestry of this
parish as we take thdirst smallsteps in our journey
to find our new shepherd and priestthat we will
move forward, walking in your sight, with joy and
confidence, mindful of your Grace and the
comforting presence of your Holy Spirit; through
Jesus Christ our LordAmen
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attention on Sunday
morning worship with
stimulating preaching and
music. Our congregation is
blessed with an
abundance of musical
gifts. We thrive on a d#t
of variety in music,
worship, Christian
formation, and outreach.
All Saints' cares about
each other, and about the
welfare of the churdh and
the community. All Sairgd
is consciously aware of
needs in the local
community and is
exploring new ways to
help meet these needs.

We encourage
children and young adults
to be active members of
our faith community. We
currently offer the
Catechism Curriculum to
children from grades PreK
through 6. A new Youth
Group is also gaining
popularity with our young
people, including some of
their friends from outside
the congregation. In
recent months, our interim
rector has facilitated
Sunday morning adult
formation programs
between the two services.

Good things are happening!

Six weeks of Congregational
Discovery sessins held

during the fallencouraged Meaningful
active listering and Worship
thoughtful discernment.

These sessionwere also Christian
well attended by members Formation
of the congregation. A series

of Sunday Simple Suppers it .
plannedduring Lentwill Fellowship
explore various aspects of and Food
the history of Christianity. A

fresh, new, ecumenical videc Musical
workshop series is being Membérs of our Youth Group Variety
plannedfor the spring. In enjoy an evening together.

response to adesire for Outreach

improved communication, a
leadership institutefocusing
on difficult conversations
and conflict resolution is alsc
planned. Good things are
happening at All Sents'!

Fellowship is another
important part of life at All
Saints'. We recently began
enjoyingbreakfast between
services on Sunday
mornings. Coffee hour is
usuallyprovided by
parishioners after the 10:30
service and many members
of the congregationvery
much look forward to this
special social time spent
together.
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enjoyed the rich
variety of music at
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Pictured at left, music is for
everyone!




In the 17 century,
the Pioneer Valley
was considered the
edgeof civilization.
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Church is located in the center
of South Hadley, Massachusett
Founded in 1753, Southadley is
a town of 17,300 residents on
the eastern bank of the
Connecticut River. Across the
street £0T | ! Tarethe A
post office, the town Common,
and an awardwinning
development named The Villag
Commons which includes a
coffee shop, three resaurants,
various shops, a movie theater,
and a worldclass independent
bookstore called The Odyssey.
Just one block away is Mount
Holyoke College, the oldest
xIT TAT80 AT 11AC
Founded in 183, it now enrolls
2200 students. Originally divide
between farming interests,
which it sharedwith the town of
Granby to the ast, and a
manufacturing section next to
the river, South Hadley and
Granby are now mainly bedrool
communities for workers in the
surrounding area. South Hadle
is generally middle kass with a
poverty rate of 6% in 2000rhe
original settlers were English,
then Irish, German, Polish, and
French Canadian. This ethnic
blend is reflected in the religiou
make-up of the town. There are
two large Catholic parishes anc
seven Protestantchurches.
Each year at least one
ecumenical service is held at
Thanksgiving andanother in the
spring.

Although South Hadley
is a fairly homogenous small
town, it is situated in adiverse
area called The Pioneer Valley,
so named because in the
seventeenthcentury the
Connecticut River tavns were
considered theedge of
civilization. To the orth are the
main Valley towns of

Northampton and Amherst.
Mt. Holyoke College is part ¢
a fivecollege consortium
with Smith in Northampton,
and Amherst College,
Hampshire College, and the
University of Massachusetts
in Amherst. During the
academic semesters, free
buses run between the
campuses so that students
can crossregister. These
educational institutions are
the largest employers in the
Valley. Due to the coleges,
the PioneerValley supports ¢
rich cultural life of lectures,
concerts, film series, plays,
and athletic events.
Residents can use the-5
college library system and
even audit courses or join th
Learning in Retiremat
programs. South Hadley alst
hosts the usual town events:
Columbus Day Fair, Christm
Tree Lighting and carols,
Memorial Day Parade, and
Fourth of July FireworksIn
town, there are two
elementary schools, one
middle school, and one high
school. Throughout the
Valley there are several
specialized charter schools,
parochial schools, and
private boarding schools.
About an hour to the
westis the area known as
O4EA #0O1 OO0AI
Several ski resorts are
available there in the winter.
In the summer Tanglewood,
home of the Boston
Symphony, anchors the
extensive programs of music
dance and theater which tak
place in the surrounding
towns of Becket, Chester,
West Stockbridge, Pittsfield
and Williamstown further

north. The many parks,
rivers, waterfalls and trails
in the Hilltowns offer
opportunities for hiking,
camping, and other
outdoor activities.

Several urban area
are located to the south
and west of South Hadley.
Chicopeecontains
Westover Air Force Base, |
National Guard Base and
shipment point for
equipment going overses.
Holyoke, known for many
UAAOO AO @ostA
most of its paper mills at
the same time it
experienced an influx of
Hispanic immigrantsThe
city offers Valley residents
community hospital, a
regional shopping mall, ani
is widely known for its
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parade. Springfield, the
regional service center, ha
a large well-respected
medicalcomplex, a fine
symphony, several
museums, and the
Basketball Hall of Fame.
The cathedral with offices
of the Diocese of Western
Massachustts is located in
Springfield center next to a
beautiful regional library
and museum complex.

Bus and train
connections for Boston (2
hours) and New York
(4 hours) originate in
Springfield. Bradley
International Airport, one
hour south between
Springfield and Hartford,
hosts all the major airlines.
Buses run from South
Hadley to both Springfield
and the airport.



Al | Saintso Properties

Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor inthemidY YP38 Oh 11 3 AET 0O
with a beautiful, modern church facility, completed in 1998. On the upper level, the church space
consists of the Santwary, Kidder Hall (the parish hall), and the church offices. On the lower level is a
vestry meeting room, a choir room, and three classrooms with a nursery. The nursery space is currently
being used as an office by the South Hadley Family Center. AlG&% EAO AT AlaAOAOI O
parking lot, making it fullyhandicapped accessible. Kidder Hall, equipped with a full kitchen, can
accommodate approximately 130 people and is available for use by private parties for receptions,
gatherings, and communityfunctions.

All Saints also owns a four bedroom, two bath spliével house with a twecar garage. The
home, located less than a mile from the church, has served as the rectory since its purchase in the
YQPGJOS8

Lawrence House, our original nineteenth egury building, is located next to the new churcht
is currentlysupplyingthe church withrental income from Mount Holyoke College for offices and
meeting rooms

Socializig in Kidder Hall BRestogythe
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Belchertown, and Chicopee, although aumembership is comprised of residents from other

surrounding towns. Most of our parishioners work in the fields of education, health care, insurance,
banking, construction, and various service industries. Because of our history and location, we welcome
college students. Over the past decade, there has been a noticeable decline in the number of college
students active in our congregation. By numbers we are a pastoral sized church although at times we
tend to operate more like a familysized church. MembeDEED AT A AOOAT AAT AA AOD
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During the academic year there are two distinctly different services on Sunday mornings. We
celebrate Rite | without music at 8:00 a.m., and Rite Il with music at 10:30 & he third Sunday of each
month is currently reserved for Family Sunday, when children participate in the service instead of
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times each year, our corgmporary music ministry team provides contemporary music for the 10:30
service, joined by our traditional choir during the academic ye@mnce a month @ Wednesday mornings,

we celebrate the Eucharist at Loomis Village, a local retirement and assisteddivacility. Recently
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Contemporary Music Ministry Team usually provides worship once or twice during the summer.

Members/Average Attendance
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growing in popularity with the residents of Loomis Village and has had an average weekly attendance of
about 20. During the summer months, the congregation worships together at 9:00 with organ musicThe



Choir

Children's Cha

Bell Choir

Men's Cllb

Women's Club

Youth Group

Lenten Lunch
Contemporary Music
Comedy Night
Murder Mystery Night
Spaghetti Supper
Habitat for Humanity
Coffee House

Open Microphone
Come as You Arg/orship
Choir Camp
Labyrinth

Nooma

South Hadley Family Center
Tai Chi

Girl Scouts

Mount Holyoke College
Alcoholics Anonymous
Bereavement support
Instrumental music lessons
Vocal and instrumentatoncerts
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church, and its leadership dynamics have often depended on the personality of
the rector. Because of its location in the "Five College" area, parishioners have
traditionally included manycollege professors, teachers, administrators, nurses,
doctors, students, and other professionals. This has often translated to strong
leadership with limited time, due to the eveincreasing demands of career and
family. The congregation has an outstandingpility to come together quickly to
celebrate or mourn, and to worship. However, for consistent activities, we often
find ourselves with toofew people doing the majority of the work. All Saints'
functions most effectively and harmoniouslyith a rector who encourages and
helps to develop lay leadership

While traditions are very important to the congregation, members
demonstrate a willingness to try new ideas and programs. We believe that we are
an outwardly friendly congregation but can be difficult{ E T bebow tBe
surface"”. While we do our best to be welcoming to new members, we sometimes
find ourselves guilty of allowing members to quietly drift away and disappear
from All Saints'. Interaction with students from local college has decreased over
the past decade, and members have indicated a desire to see an improvement in
this area.Within the congregation, we often deal with our problems by ignoring
them, and we admit to our need for help with conflict resolution. With this in
mind, we would liketo call a rectorskilled ininterpersonal communication

Known to many as the "lobster roll church”, All Saints' has a reputation for
its' longstanding Friday Lenten Lunch progranbespite All Saints' connections
with the local community, the church has eather low profile in the community.
People who ive and work nearby may knowrte church, but know very little
about its interaction with the community. We have recently renewed efforts to
make our functional spaces known and avable to the community atlarge and
hope to calla rector who will help us to grow, develop, and become more visible
within our community.
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Thebase starting slary for our new rector is $41,000 annually addition, we

provide for a pension premiumcontributions to a tax sheltered annuity, medical

and dental insurance, and housing in our rectory, located in a lovely

neighborhood in South HadleyThe estimated value of the total compensation
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annually.

In addition, the EpiscopalDiocese of Western Massachusetts allows for sabbatical

after 5 years of service, with $2,500 provided by the Diocese and $2,500 prowded
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5 or more years of service in the Diocese

The Reverend Noreen Suriner, Interim Rector



